40% of women

when

report that abuse began
they got pregnant.

40% to 60%

of perpetrators of intimate
partner violence

also abuse
children

in the household.

What Is Domestic Violence?
Domestic violence can take many forms, including
physical, verbal, emotional, economic abuse, and
sexual violence. It can involve threats, forced isolation,
or assault with weapons. It is rarely a one-time
occurrence and usually escalates in frequency and
severity over time.
Victims/survivors of domestic violence often remain in
abusive relationships because of fear for their lives, for
the safety of their children, and of economic insecurity
and homelessness. In fact, leaving a battering partner
may be the most dangerous time in that relationship.
Women are 70 times more likely to be killed in the
two weeks after leaving their partners than at any
other time during the relationship.
Children of all ages are negatively affected by living with
a batterer. The younger the child, the more domestic
violence can impair his or her brain development.
Batterers typically make excuses for their violence,
claiming loss of control due to alcohol or drug use, or
extreme stress. External factors like these do not cause
domestic violence. Batterers choose to use violence
to gain and maintain control over their partners.
The victims/survivors of domestic violence are our
neighbors, friends, and family members. Victims/
survivors come from all social, economic, cultural,
and educational backgrounds.

Women between the ages
of 18-24 are most commonly
abused by an intimate

Circle’s Commitment to
Social Change
Circle’s ultimate goal is to end domestic violence. We
promote social change through advocacy, community
collaborations, prevention programming, and outreach
awareness events.
But we cannot do this alone. We need you!
Together we can end domestic violence.
Inform yourself: Gather all the information you
can about domestic violence.
Become a volunteer: Support victims/survivors
on the hotline, at the shelter, or as a board member.
Make a financial contribution: Give generously
in support of Circle’s direct services.
Advocate: Speak up for policies that support victims/
survivors and their children.
Mobilize others: Encourage friends and family
members to make a financial contribution or volunteer.
Be a supportive ally: If you know of someone
who is a victim of domestic violence, listen and provide
support. Encourage your children, both girls and boys, to
show empathy for others: Bullying, dating violence, and
domestic violence exist on the same continuum.

3 to 5 women are killed
by an intimate partner
every day in the United States.

Serving
Victims & Survivors
of Domestic
Violence
Advocating for
Social Change
and Prevention in
Our Washington
County Community

For Further information please visit www.CircleVT.org

partner.

A woman is beaten

every 9 seconds
in the United States.

Member of the
Vermont Network Against
Domestic and Sexual Violence

Toll-Free, 24-hour Confidential Hotline

1-877-543-9498
www.circlevt.org

You Can Make a Difference

Circle’s Work

Circle serves Washington County communities.
Our organization responds to an average of 429
Hotline calls for assistance from domestic violence
victims every month and provides, on average,
183 bed nights every month at our shelter. Beyond
responding to crises, we are working within our
communities to end domestic violence.

Our Services & Programs
24-Hour Toll-Free Hotline: Staff and volunteer
advocates maintain a confidential accessible to all
victims/survivors of domestic violence.
Emergency Shelter: Circle provides a safe and
confidential living space for women and their children
fleeing abusive homes.
Legal Advocacy: Circle is available to assist victims/
survivors in applying for Relief from Abuse Orders
24 hours a day, seven days a week. The staff also
assists victims/survivors in preparing for final hearings
and provides ongoing support for victims/survivors
whose partners are facing criminal charges.
School Programs: Circle advocates bring
prevention programs to students of all ages on
topics such as bullying, dating violence, gender
stereotypes, and consent.
Educational Presentations: Circle advocates
present workshops on the dynamics of domestic
violence, its effects on children, and the services
available to victims/survivors.
Community Collaborations: Circle operates
in partnership with related Washington County
organizations and agencies to mobilize community
awareness and sensitivity to issues relating to
domestic violence.
Although the majority of victims of domestic violence
are women and children, Circle provides direct
services for victims and survivors of intimate partner
violence regardless of gender, race, age, economic
status, religion, and sexual orientation.

We invite you to become aware, involved,
and engaged.

CIRCLE’S MISSION STATEMENT

Women and children
have the fundamental
right to live in safety,
free from all forms
of intimate partner
violence. We will
support those who
access our services
as they explore their
options. By building on
the strengths of the
individual, and through
the collective voice of
an aware community,
together we seek
to end domestic
violence.

Here are ways you can support Circle’s efforts.
 Yes, I’m interested in learning more about
volunteering
 Please send me more information about
Circle’s activities and events.
 Enclosed is our contribution to Circle
Make a donation:

 $25

 $50

 Other
Name
Address

Phone Number

Studies show that
access to shelter services
leads to a 60 to 70%
reduction in incidences
and severity of re-assault
during the 3 to 12 months’
follow-up period

compared to
women who did not
access a shelter.

Email
Please make your check payable
to Circle and address the envelope to:

Circle
P. O. Box 652
Barre, Vermont 05641
Between 1994 and
2015, 50% of all
Vermont homicides were

domestic-violence
related.

 $100

